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your purchases.

CORNED BEEF HASH

1 Ib. cans, 15¢c per cam
2 Ib. caos, 30c per can

\

T T—

November 15 1920, are as follows:

to 2,500..
to 4,000..
and over..

dollar’s purchasing power.

TABLE OF DISCOUNTS

Discounts te apply on all purcheses of surpius canned meats on and after

B 250 .00 $1.000. sc0venasaansanssnnnsssnsssasnnnssasssss NEY

The Coveroment will pay freight on earlead Iots to anv point in the United
State Jocared more than twenty miles from shipping poiot

CUMULATIVE PURCHASES COUNT
When purchases reach §50.001, 24% opet to
ilno.onf. 1; wh }

THE WHOLESALE PRICES '

are printed below. They will give you some idea ol what you will save on

CORNED BEEF

No. 1 cans, 15¢ per can
No. 2 cans. 27¢c per can
1 Ib. cans, 18c per can
6 Ib. cane, $1.00 per can

ssssss 5 per ceént
- 0 per cent
sessssnssnssnsse 20 per cent

prevail; when purchases reach

28% net to p i

G20
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MINIMUM ORDER ACCEPTED, $250

Buy It by the Case |
WAR DEPARTMENT CANNED MEATS

reach 3$500,001. 32% net to pre-

War Department Canned Meats

Think what this means to your pocketbook, The willingness
of Uncle Sam that enables you to buy his surplus stock of
Canned Corn Beef and Corned Beef Hash, has expanded the
o g st W bl I sesih feten) -

These nourishing meats are guaranteedpureand wholesome

—selected, cooked and packed under rigid government super-
vision and inspection.

See your dealer without delay—at once! Show him this ad-
vertisement—tell him to order some of this delicious Canned
Corned, Beef and Corned Beef Hash; buy a case—or two—
stock up for the winter; emergencies will come, be prepared.

Dealers’ orders should
be sent to Depot
Quartermaster at the

following addresses:-

Brooklyn, N. Y., 50th St awd First
Ave

Baston, Mase, Army Supply Base
Chicago. 1lL. 1819 W, 19th B¢
Atlanta. Ga., Tranaportatioa Hidg.
Sao Antonis, Tex

San Francisco, Calif, s

SURPLL: ROPERTY BRANCH

Office of the Quartermaster General,
Muaitions Bidg..

'Washington. D.C
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Our organization wants the public to understand we
are not striking. This is a lock-out by the contractors
of the city. We understand the situation as a general
move Lo crush organized labor, vegardless of right or
wrong. While those who are against us have a right
to band together, which we cheerfully concede, they
want to deny us the same privilege. The [act that our
union would not concede to a cut in our wages was but
a mere excuse for them to begin the attack. We do not
court trouble, but when it is forced upon us, we usually
face it like men and let the future take care of itself.

On the face of all that has transpired between the
contraciors’ association and our organization, there ap-
pears to he more unreason than justice. The first com-
munication received by us was for a cut of $2.00 per
day. We know of no other trade cut (o this extent.
Their next move was for open shop, and then set a date
for it to take effect. To make bad matters worse, the
time alloted (16 days) would not permit us to have a
meeting and get the matter before our International
body. Our Jaws are so framed that we have a certain
routine to pass through, that every one may have time,
ta consider, not act upon the impulse of a moment. We
never ask anything from a contractor without giving
him a notice—three months—before it goes into effect,
We do not take snap judgment on others, so we never
expected the contractors would act so hastily towards
us.  \We have scarcely read the open shop notice before
we were told they had changed their minds again, and
had decided tc make 2 cut of $3.00 per day, or a rate of
8714 cents. We sent our commitice to inform them -
that we would not aceept their ofier, hut would he glad
to meet their committee and talk the situation over,

Their reply was, “So far as we are concerned this ends
the maiter.” -

Well, the lock-out is in effect. The contraclor has
laid his side before the public. We have had our com-
mittee to wait upon the contractors and report back to
the Union. The Union has now gotten into a position
where it can present its side before the public.

We all feel proud of the kindly feelings the contrac-
tors have shown towamrls us through the press. We
have heard nothing but praise. We extend to the con-
tractors our sincere thanks. We have, as an organiza-
tion, given fo them our hest efforts. Bach of us have
tried to give a dollar's service for a dollar's pay. We
never limit onr work. The aim of our organization. is
to produce the greatest efficiency. Give a bricklayer
material and he will work. We are glad to know the
contractor has seen this. Of course, there have been
perhaps a few exceptions now and then. You will find
it in every walk of life.

- The Only Fault

There has been only one fault found with us up to
lll'lf! present time, and that was in regard to the bricks
Wwe are now laying when compared with the past. In-
stead of this being against us, it was really in our
favor. We noted the figures used in the comparison,
and we all know the minimum number used in the-:
illustration has for several generations past been gon-
Sidered a good day's average, and many contractors have
used it as a basis on which to fizure. When these fig-
ures were used we were working plain face brick and
but very little fancy or ornamental work. Public taste
and building construction has changed in the last few
years, and we are now doing a more expensive character
of work. When we used the ok style press brick one
lick of the hammer would cut the brick. Now, with the
tapestry and other hard brick il is a common thing to
spend from five to fifteen minutes producing the same
vesults. The old plain, straight wall has passed and
today the fancy effects are produced to a very large ex-
tent. Panels and stones are set«in the wall and relief
elffects are sought, which necessitates a lot of cutting.
Block joints and soldier courses are being used to a
great extent, All of this requires a great deal of time.
The figures speak well for the hricklayers, according to
the contractors’ own statement. The public can see for
itself the Richmond bricklayer has done his part.

As for the Union, we have !Incorporated in our by-laws a
bricklayer shall at no time, nor under any circumstances, show
any malicious spirit towards his employer. There has been n
friendly fealing between the hoss and the men, and no matter
what the result of this move may be, we will continue to sliow
thut same friendly fecling. It is true we have no contraclors
as members of our Unfon in this city. They withdrew on their
own account. We did not force them out. 1In a large number
of our unions throughout the country contractors are memhers,
and in some ingtances there are as many contractors as journey-
men. In this way the contractor has a veice in the froming of
our’laws.  There are numerons articles in our by-laws put there
purposely to protect the contractor.

A Few Facts

Before going into our views on the guestion inveolved, we
will give a few brief facts concerning our organization. Much
has been said about us which is untrue, 8o we want the general
public to know the facts and the nature of our Union, that they
may know the character of the organization with which they are
dealing. We are ot organized with the dollar as our standard
of unionism. The man who has for his ajm the monetary con-
stderation derived from unionism cannot he counted on. If the
dollar is his standard, ho will lean toward that side which pays,
the most. The most bitter fights our Unlon has ever had has
been within our own ranks, in an effort to prevent our men from
taking advantage of the public., Somao of the conlractors in this
city know this is a fact., Thers was al one time, in a cortain
section of our country, an unusual amount of work, This scec-
tion reached from the Canadian border to the Gulf. There was
within this area something like 30,000 of our members. Some
of these men saw the financial opportunities before them un_(l
sought to take advantage of the situation. They raised their
rate of wages and asked our International Union to approve of

their actfon. Our Internationzl Unfon ¢id nol approve of it.
It gave Lthem to understand they could not impose upon the
public. The result was, these men withdrew from the Interna-

tional and formmed a local Lo themselves. The sltuajion was
explained to the men who remained loynl to the International.
with tho request that they assist in putting a stop to anyvthing
that was unfair., Bvery union was loyal aud contributed to a
fund to break up such o move. Weo pont mon inta thig sootion
and notifled them of what we intonded to do, Waell, the fight
started and a bitter fight It was, It lasted for somothing like

ontractors

Lwo vears, but in the end we won. We taught to these men and
to the whole country that the public had to be treated right.
There have been other fights along this same line, though of a
Emaller magnitude.

We try at all times to treat our employers and the public as
we would bhave them treat us. We ' have nlways stood for a
clean deal to every one. Wherever woe have had any croohked
action or unfair dealings between a union and the public, the
charter has been tanken from the union. Wherever we have
found an officer who was dishonest or grafting we have expelled
him from our unlon. We can cite several cuses of this kind,
though wn are glad to say they have been so few that the eon-
tractors® of this country have been pleased with the clean way
we have conducted our organization. Our organization does not
stand behind a man who will not do his best. Wae place no re-
strictions on a contractor. He has a perfect right to discharge
any man that does nol please him. It is up to each man to hold
his job on his own personal merits. We do all In our power to
get the greatest efliciency out of our men. Tt is true we have
some Inferfor workmen. This cannot be helped, but we cer-
tainly have the' best.

There have been thousands of contractors who have tried the
open shop and the non-union man, and have found it does not
pay. Although they pay less for their labor, the difference is
lost In inferior workmanship. We will admit there i{s a very
small element among the non-union men who do not belleve in
unjonism, but the larger part of them’ belong to two other classes,
There is a clasas who 'have beon gullty of wrong acts towards their
fellow-man, but the larger part of them are men who cannot
stand the requirements of our organization. Tt would be unjust
to the contractors and to the public; it would tend lo decrease
the efficlency of our business {f we would admitf them-.to our
uniou. They would be of more service to the gensral public In
aome other sphere of aclivity. 3

We have every reason lo believe if we were to remove the
finea imposed on those in thelr ranks, let the {nfericr man into
our organization for a nominal initiation fee, we could seriously
cripple the advogates of the open shop. We are noi inclined to
do this. We waut to give to the public the hest there is to be
had, as far as we ore able. We want to separate the *'wheat
from the chafr."

Another thing we have done has stabilized the building In-
dustry and put a permanent stop to thousands of troubles and
nunierous strikes, especfally fn the larger cities.

In the various trades where the trowel is usegy.fhere was o
constant wrangle as to which particular trade a certdin character
of work belonged. This agitation kept the contractor in trouble
all of the time. He never knew when his job would be tied up.
We have practically put a stop to this trouble. Each trade now
knows where its jurisdiction begins and ends, what particular
class of worlk belongs to his particular trade. We could elte
numerous Lthings we have done and are now doing for the public
good, We are working to uplift our eity, to bring peace and
harmony into the building industry of our eity, and to give this‘
city a life of service.

Our Side of the Question

We will now take up our side of the question which appar-
ently brought on the present lock-out,

Is §1.256 per hour too much to pay the bricklayer?

The bricklayer is docked for every bit of the time he loses.
Tt iz lozes lifteesn minutes on any account. Tf he is waiting for
the weather, for a shower to pass, waiting for some one to build
u seaffold, waiting for any class of building material, waiting
for the earpenter to put on jolst or set a frame, the stone man
to sel a sill or stone, waiting for the weather to moderate so he
can begin work aboul 9 o'clock in the eold winter days, he is
often waitlng and often being docked. There Is nearly alwayvs
somelhing for him lo wult for. The contractor {3 not personally
to blame for this; it is largely due to business conditions he
cannot control, When the average bricklayver makes a full week
he has something to be justly proud of. This Is applicable the
whole year through. We will admit there are a few bricklayers
who muke comparatively steady time, but those are a very Tew.
Each contractor has a few men whom he keeps all the time, but
the greater number, certainly 705, of the bricklayers are chang-
ing from one firm to the other wherever he can find work.

Every one counected with the building trades of this country
knows the bricklayer loses more time than any other trade fol-
lowing this line or work. ]

The Richmond bricklayer is no longer a Richmond man in
its true senso. The building industry has greatly changed in
the last four years. The bricklayer has, through this change,
heen forced to become a ‘‘floater.’”” He has to go [rom city to
city Lo make his living. The percentuge who are able to find
constant employment at home is so small that a bricklayer's
wages cannot he reckoned by his standard. In Richmond last
season the building operations were practically completed on
time, yet certaninly 60% of our men worked the greater part of
the season in other citles. The bricklayer has to go to those
places where he can find employment. There has heen a time
when our actual Richmond membership was less than 200 mem-
bers. Yet, at this some time there were more than 500 brick-
layers working in this city. If an outside man,is called into
Richmond, he has his board and expenses Lo meet and his family
to support elsewhere. 1f a Richmond man goes to another clty,
he is confronted with the same problems. We are only asking
for a decent living. In this cily you will find bricklayers—good
bricklayers, too—and in large numbers, on the police force,
driving jitneys, on the streol cars, insurance colleciors, in the
street cleaning department and in other lines of work. Why?
Hecause these other occupations pay better than the brick busi-
ness,  Scores of them who are now in the union have made up
thoir minds to quit the business il called upon to work for less.
Others have decided to ge elsewhere. Norfolk had a lock-out
lagt year., It lasted eleven months, We lost one member. A
few weeks ago when the contractora signed up with the union.
without hesitation they admitted that Norfolk had suffered, and
that the contraclors themselves had made nothing the whole year,
The bricklayer s not imposing upon the public. Our time books
are open Lo any one who cares to sce them. Richmond would
he lots better off if our slogan were, “Let's build.” Stop these
wrangles and fusses and get down Lo work. As an organization,
we think tho high cost of building s partly due to a system that
is now very general (hroughout the coungry. This system is
the leasing of ull houses from the 1st of September. It cer-
{ainly helped to carry the prices up, last year, There were nume-
rous husiness enterprises that enlarged their plants last year.
Large housiug propositions were built, Ordinary bullding con-
struction, especially residences, and the real estate speculator all
contributed to the construction markesd the greatest amount of
work ever done in one year. The manufacturer realized the
sooner his plant was compleled the sooner his profits increased.
The home builder realized his lease would expire the 1st of
September, so he wanted his house completed by that time.
The speculator realized his Jouses had to be ready by the 1st
of September, Every one wanted their work finished by this
date. The race started, and in order to carry out their plans
they bid one against the other for labor.

Did you ever stop to think what September 1st means to the
bricklayer and teo other trades in the building fndustry? It
means he is practically out of a joh from then until the follow-
ing spring—=September, October, November, December, January,
Fobruary and March, or possibly April, according to the nature
of the weather. In all of this time he has practically nothing
to do. In Richmond this year all of the work done since Sep-
tember 1st would not have given steady employment to 35 men
out of a membership of over 250, The bricklayer and his family
cannot sleep through this long season. He must meet his ex-
penses. Much is said about the conservation of the country's
resources, but no value is placed upon the Inbor that practically
goes to wasto throughout this broad land through this long period.

It is estimated there Is a shortage of over 1,000,000 homes,
When will we make up this shortage {f the construction forces
work only half the time? Build now. If It is expensive, it Is
not as expensive as renting, '
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